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Independent Sector Creates World’s First Global Licensing Agency
Additional Quotes

Brett Gurewitz, Epitaph Records, USA (Tom Waits, Motion City Soundtrack, From First to Last, Neko Case):
“Merlin may be the most important move we as independents will ever undertake to secure our mutual prosperity in this rapidly changing business landscape.”
Bob Frank, President, KOCH Entertainment, USA:
 “The Merlin initiative will provide the independent community with the global body we need to get our fair share.  Recent events have dictated that we need to have one voice.  We won't accept crumbs.  KOCH Records fully supports this undertaking."

Horst Weidenmüller, CEO, !K7 Records, Germany (Kruder & Dorfmeister, Herbert, Pete Rock, Jazzy Jeff, Roy Ayers)
“Merlin will enable all independent labels worldwide to be on new digital services right from the beginning, and will give those services access to the entire label's repertoire with one deal. What else do you expect from a golden plan?”

David Vodicka, Chairman of the Australian Association of Independent Record Labels (AIR) and Vice-President of Worldwide Independent Network (WIN)
“Merlin is the first real demonstration of the capacity of the independent sector to represent itself adequately in the global community.  It will provide the independent music community with a much needed tool for managing the value of its assets and will also put forward a real and crucial resource for content buyers to engage directly with our sector en masse rather than on an ad hoc basis as previous undertakings have demonstrated.”

Geoff Kulawick, Vice Chairman, Canadian Independent Record Production Association (the world’s oldest independents association) and President, Linus Entertainment (Gordon Lightfoot, Sophie Milman, Ron Sexsmith, Ashley MacIsaac)
“By providing global digital services with solutions to streamline access to independent artists, Merlin offers a cost effective way to enhance the music experience for their users.   That is good for everyone everyone's business.” 

Mark Kneebone, Tardus Music, New Zealand: 

“Merlin is a fantastic and unique opportunity for New Zealand music. Being from a small territory at the bottom of the planet it can be near impossible to gain the attention needed from global media companies to strike comparative deals for the Independent musicians and companies we represent. 

“The creation of Merlin now opens doors that would have previously remained closed to artists and labels from this part of the world and means that New Zealand musicians and companies can move forward into the digital market confident that their rights and music are being represented both fairly and equally; and most importantly with the respect they deserve”
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Press Contacts:


UK & ROW - Sam Shemtob, 0044 7957 227183, sam@musicindie.com


US – Tiffany Shipp, 001 212 691 2800,  shipp@kensunshineconsultants.com


Germany – Nils Eisman, 00491636135155, eismann@vut-online.de
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